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Abstract

Peacekeeping operations are among the most visible and impactful of United Nations activities. These
missions have proven effective at protecting civilians in both active conflicts and post-conflict societies.
However, recent research suggests that United Nations peacekeepers do not protect civilians equally from
all types of violence. Peacekeepers require the consent of the government to gain access to specific areas
of the state’s territory, and so must balance their need for access with their duty to protect civilians from
state-perpetrated violence. We employ microlevel data to explore where different types of peacekeeping
personnel are deployed within conflicts and how these decisions affect the overall effectiveness of United
Nations efforts to protect civilians.
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